gk + G8 Englisch: Composition Topics 1983-2011


	2011-II-G8
	1. Some schools have re-introduced single-sex education. Do you think this is a good idea?

2. “Affluence separates people. Poverty knits them together.” (Ray Charles, American Pianist and Singer, 1930-2004). Comment on this statement.

3. School life has often been the subject of films or books by English-speaking authors. Write a review of a work of your choice for an English edition of your school magazine.

4. Describe and interpret the following cartoon. Comment on its message. [“Take out your phones. Open the American History app and turn to the page on George Washington.”] http://tinyurl.com/bv29bu2 

	2011-I-G8
	1. Should violent video games be banned?

2. You have taken part in a study “Four weeks without electronic devices”. The four weeks are over now and you describe your experiences in an Internet blog.

3. Brian Brave has been awarded a medal for showing civil courage. Write an article based on your interview with him.

4. Describe and interpret the following cartoon. Comment on its message. [“You have a piece of lettuce in your teeth.”—“Thanks.”] http://tinyurl.com/cveqtgx 

	Muster G8
	A. Compare the three definitions of “Britishness” (text 2): How have notions of what it means to be “British” changed, and what aspects may account for these changes? What historical and political developments have made it extremely difficult to define “Britishness” today?

B. Based on an interpretation of the following cartoon, outline various challenges to the concept of Britishness today and analyse their political and historical background. [“THE SUN: Get stuffed Europe!”] http://tinyurl.com/c3hs3xy [S.3]

C. Life in a foreign country. Show how this theme is dealt with in a literary work by an English-speaking writer.

D. Being German.

	2011-II
	1. "Dreams are hard to grasp at the best of times. But what's the harm in trying?" Do you agree?

2. Is state support for the arts in times of a financial crisis a waste of money?

3. Analyse the cartoon and comment on its message. [“I’m starting to question life before death.”] http://tinyurl.com/ccxr2rg 

	2011-I
	1. The American computer expert and teacher Clifford Stoll argues in his most famous book that computers should be banned from all classrooms. Do you agree?

2. Social networking sites – blessing or curse? Write an article for your school magazine.

3. Describe and comment on the cartoon. [“It’s fantastic. I can find out the exact weather outside this exact house at this exact moment—all on the Internet.”] http://tinyurl.com/6qlpk6o 

	2010-II
	1. The Queen is looking for new books to read and has asked schools to come forward with suitable suggestions. Write an email recommending one of your favourite books.

2. Libraries – institutions of the past?

3. Describe the cartoon and comment on it. [“180 quid that playstation cost me! And you’re reading a bloody book!”] http://tinyurl.com/88uqm9p 

	2010-I
	1. You work in a fair-trade shop. Write an article for your school-magazine, in which you try to convince your fellow students to buy such products.
2. Can cooking shows change our eating habits for the better?
3. Describe the cartoon and comment on it. [“HAVE FUN BUT BE CAREFUL. THERE ARE SOME SICK EVIL PEOPLE OUT THERE WHO MIGHT BE HANDING OUT TREATS LACEDWITH TRANS-FATS AND SUGAR.”] http://tinyurl.com/829myj3 

	2009-II
	1. Comment on the following quotation: “When life knocks you down, you have two choices—stay down or get up.”

2. Courage. Write a review of a film or book that deals with this topic.

3. Comment on the cartoon. [“Society hates bullies, son … except for grown-up ones with money. For some reason they are okay.”] http://tinyurl.com/c9sew4t [Originalkarikatur nicht gefunden!]

	2009-I
	1. “The most important thing in the Olympic Games is not winning but taking part; the essential thing in life is not conquering but fighting well.” (Pierre de Coubertin) Discuss.

2. British schools place great importance on sport, because they are convinced that ‘sport builds character’. Is their conviction justified? 

3. Analyse the cartoon and discuss its intended message. “I’m thin so I must be healthy.” http://tinyurl.com/6utg3ft     

	2008-II
	1. Childhood determines the rest of your life.

2. Write a review of a film dealing with parent-child relationships for an Internet forum.

3. Comment on the cartoon. [Useless gifts; “It’s the thought that counts.”] http://tinyurl.com/7nuw3o9 

	2008-I
	1. Is money the only attribute that defines social status?

2. Write a review about a film ora book dealing with the American Dream for an internet forum. 

3. Comment on the cartoon [Teacher: “"I expect you all to be independent, innovative critical thinkers who will do exactly as I say!"] http://tinyurl.com/cknyy7w 

	2007-II
	1. A real friend is one who walks in when the rest of the world walks out.

2. Security versus individual liberties: have the measures taken since 9/11 gone too far?

3. Describe the cartoon as precisely as you can. Sum up what you regard as its intention. “I remember 9/11” http://tinyurl.com/84asqvl [FDNY = New York City Fire Department]

	2007-I
	1. By helping others we also help ourselves. Discuss.

2. Write a newspaper leader entitled "Poverty in the USA/Britain today".

3. You have seen a shocking picture in a newspaper. Write a letter to the editor pointing out why you find this particular picture so appalling.

	2006-II
	1. 'Fun society' - Are we amusing ourselves to death?

2. The deepest satisfaction a traveller can get is to come to terms with unforeseen problems and difficulties in foreign countries. Do you agree?

3. A few days after Berto's disappearance, Cathy tries to explain her behaviour and the situation in a letter to him. Write Cathy's letter.

	2006-I
	1. Migration: a Chance and a risk.
2. "The only thing that overcomes hard luck is hard work." (Harry Golden) Discuss.
3. At the end of an exchange year in an English-speaking country you give a farewell speech at a school assembly. Write up the speech, including some of your experiences there.

	2005-II
	1. “Family isn’t about whose blood you have. It’s about you you care about.” Discuss

2. To what extent do parents have the right or the duty to participate in the decisions of their children who have reached the age of majority?

3. Comment on the cartoon. [“Someday, Son, this will all be yours—unless I can come up with a better solution.” Nicht gefunden!]

	2005-I
	1. “Teachers open the door. You enter by yourself.” Discuss.

2. Money makes the world go round. Or does it?

3. Comment on the cartoon. [“I’d put his name down for Eton if I could spell it.”] http://tinyurl.com/c8mwrl6 

	2004-II
	1. "If we were to wake up some morning and find that everyone was the same race, creed and color, we would find some other cause for prejudice by noon" (George Aiken). Discuss.

2. What can pupils, individually or as a group, do to combat bullying at school? Present your ideas in a speech for a meeting of pupils, parents and teachers.

3. Marriage isn't easy, as the divorce statistics prove. In today's global village, are racially mixed marriages more difficult than same‑race ones?

	2004-I
	1. "Certainly, travel is more than the seeing of sights; it is a change that goes on, deep and permanent, in the ideas of living” (Miriam Beard). Discuss.

2. The more dangerous the better -‑ high‑risk adventure holiday activities are booming. How do you explain this trend?

3. You have just returned from a disastrous, but expensive holiday. Write a formal letter of complaint to the travel agency. Be diplomatic but firm.

	2003-II
	1. "Children begin by loving their parents. After a time they judge them. Rarely, if ever, do they forgive them." (O. Wilde) Do you agree?

2. Genetically engineered vegetables ‑ blessing or curse?

3. Germans have often been smiled at for worrying about the quality of their food. Write a letter to the editor of a British or American magazine to jus​tify these fears.

	2003-I
	1. "Let's stop subsidizing the arts ‑ the taxpayers' money should be used for more important things." Discuss.

2. Like graffiti, the video clip has become a standard element of contempo​rary youth culture. Do you consider it art or "trash"?

3. Comment on the cartoon. [From: New Yorker & Artist 's Album (1970) Visitors to an exhibition of modernist paintings look at the artist, a chimpanzee; nicht gefunden!]

	2002-II
	· What can be done at school to promote racial and cultural tolerance?

· "Stand up for your rights" ‑ a maxim for your life?

	2002-I
	· Surfing the Internet is a conscious decision to waste time. Discuss

· Do you think books will ever become obsolete?

	2001-II
	· "Schools should concentrate more on developing social skills than on teaching pupils facts and facts only." Discuss.

· Leaving school as soon as possible may be tempting for quite a few pupils. Weigh the pros and cons.

	2001-I
	· "Saving the planet starts at home." Discuss.

· Cities are sometimes called "urban jungles". Is this characterization justi​fied?

	2000-II
	· Money, power, prestige, intellectual challenge – to which of these or other aims would you give priority in your future career?

· Which should come first – personal fulfilment or responsibility towards one’s family?

	2000-I
	· The “infinite amount of information” provided by cable TV and the Internet – a blessing or a curse?

· Raising and teaching teens – not an easy job these days?

	1999-II
	· It is difficult to grow up in a permissive society. Discuss.

· Living at home till you are pushing 30 – what do you think of this trend?

	1999-I
	· Everybody should be allowed to settle freely in the country of their choice. Discuss.

· “Variety is the spice of life.” Discuss this proverb in terms of cultural diversity.

	1998-II
	· Can you imagine doing voluntary service for the community?

· Ha society become too intolerant of misbehaviour?

	1998-I
	· American influence on European culture – enrichment or danger?

· Could you imagine being a vegetarian?

	1997-II
	· Prejudices will live forever. Discuss.

· Modern society is becoming increasingly mobile. Weigh pros and cons of this development.

	1997-I
	· Economy and ecology: can they be reconciled?

· In the past, the American West was another name for unlimited opportunity. Where do you see opportunities for young people today?

	1996-II
	· Our society worships the concept of youth, but cares little about young people. Discuss.

· Staying single – a desirable way of life?

	1996-I
	· What role should traditional values play in our society?

· Education – the key to the integration of ethnic minorities?

	1995-II
	· Write a letter to a friend in which you either defend or criticise the Bavarian school system.

· British public schools such as Eton: blessing or curse?

	1995-I
	· Has money spoilt sport?

· “Winning isn’t everything. It’s the only thing.” (an American football coach). Do you agree?

	1994-II
	· Does the public’s right to be informed justify unrestricted news coverage?

· Who could be a role model for your generation? Explain why.

	1994-I
	· Computer games – a fascinating or dangerous pastime?

· What role do books play in your life?

	1993-II
	· Car-free cities – carefree citizens?

· “A man is what he drives.” Discuss

	1993-I
	· Razing derelict areas offers the best opportunity for urban redevelopment. discuss.

· Neighbours – a mixed blessing.

	1992-II
	· Would you like to work in the tourist trade? Give reasons for your answer.

· “Travel makes a wise man better but a fool worse.” Discuss.

	1992-I
	· “It is better do die having tried than to have lived and done nothing” (line 27). Discuss

· Without tolerance there can be no peace. Comment on this statement.

	1991-II
	· Should full integration be every immigrant’s aim?

· How can ethnic prejudice be overcome?

	1991-I
	· Personal initiative pays. Discuss.

· How much of an influence will the need for increased job mobility have on your career plans?

	1990-II
	· “The United States of Europe” – necessity or dream?

· Working in another European country is expected to become easier from 1993. What advantages or disadvantages do you see in this?

	1990-I
	· “The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.” Discuss this proverb.

· Some people say that our society has a negative attitude towards children. What is your opinion?

	1989-II
	· Computer-work at home – the ideal part-time job for women?

· More and more factory work is done by computerized robots. Discuss this development.

	1989-I
	· Explain the fascination royalty holds for so many people.

· The British monarch reigns but does not rule. Explain this constitutional principle.

	1988-II
	· Television depresses reading skills. Discuss.

· Television – a window to the world?

	1988-I
	· What part can young people play in improving understanding between nations?

· Languages are the keys to the world. Discuss.

	1987-II
	· Families today are too child-centred. How do you feel about this statement?

· Computers – a threat to jobs? Discuss.

	1987-I
	· Modern medicine has increased the average of life expectancy. Discuss some of the problems that might arise from this fact.

· What is your opinion about the interference of medicine with the natural course of human life?

	1986-II
	· The danger of media like video or TV lies not so much in the behaviour they produce as in the behaviour they prevent. Discuss.

· How do you explain the fascination that media like video and TV hold for children?

	1986-I
	· The text outlines new measures taken to prevent football hooliganism. How effective do you think these will prove to be?

· Discuss the pros and cons of sports programmes on TV.

	1985-II
	· Should the state interfere with personal freedom? Think of problems such as drug abuse, speed limits, brutality on TV and video-cassettes.

· How should school authorities react to pupils’ smoking?

	1985-I
	· Discuss some of the positive and negative aspects of modern tourism.

· Show how some of the achievements of modern technology can be both a blessing and a curse.

	1984-II
	· A lot of secondary school boys and girls take on jobs after lessons and during holidays. Find arguments for and against this and give your personal opinion on the subject.

· Sport is “All Work and No Play” to very young athletes who try to achieve top results. Discuss.

	1984-I
	· Do you think the role physical education plays in German schools is adequate? Discuss.

· What characteristics must a person have whom young people today regard as their idol? Discuss.

	1983-II
	· The future of cycling. How do you see it?

· People reveal their character by the way they drive. Discuss.

	1983-I
	· Is the notion of the different role of the sexes still valid today?

· The Wild West as presented in films, books or advertisements appeals particularly to young people. How do you explain this phenomenon?

	
	


