gk-Abitur 2000/I  –  DO  PARENTS  KNOW  THEIR  KIDS?

I. Questions on the text 

1.
5-13 
- “sustained prosperity” (5-6) 
- not afraid of military service / world-wide crises (6-8)

- new media make information more easily available than ever (8-9)

- “unprecedented opportunities”, especially for girls  = chances that never existed before (9-13) 

2.
14- 38
- lack of human contact  (18-20)

- guidance by adults needed but not provided (20-21) 21-24 gehört zu Frage 3!

- “pressure and responsibility”, “exhausted” (25-28) 
- often kids suffer from parents' divorce (28-29)

- alone after school, not getting attention (31-38) Wrong beginning of paragraph in 35!

3.
How: 21-24 peer groups, brutal computer games, TV and movies, (52)
What p. explanations: 39-52 “biological drive” (42-43), “hyper self-consciousness” (43-52)

4.
extent: “extreme”, “common” (54)
causes: 53-54
5.
60-68 

6.
Interesting: 
- headline as a rhetorical question arouses reader's interest/curiosity
- enumeration of high school slang words (1)

- reference to Littleton incidence (spectacular, well-known sensation)
Convincing: 
- Experts are quoted (45-46, 56-57, 64-65), gives credibility to article as a whole and to author's arguments
- reference to surveys and studies (18, 42)

- author addresses reader directly (68)
       

1.
Today’s teenagers are “uniquely privileged” because they have lived “in a period of sustained pros​perity” (6) and needn’t be concerned about military service and worldwide crises (6-8). New media make information more available for them than ever before (8-9). Finally there are, especially for girls, chances to get ahead that never existed before.

2.
First of all young people are confronted with a sad lack of human contact with the people around them (18-20). They long for “guidance” by adults but it is often not provided by their parents or teachers (20-21). In addition they “feel overwhelmed by pressure and responsibilities” (25‑26) because of “part-time jobs” and a lot of homework. That’s why they are often extremely tired in school (27-28). Other problems they have to cope with are their “parents’ divorce”, absent parents and younger brothers and sisters they have to care of (28-31). They suffer because they are often alone at home, although they “crave and need attention” (31-38).

3. 
Adolescents react by joining peer groups and by withdrawing themselves in a world of  brutal com​puter games, TV and movies (23-24). One psychological explanantion is that longing for accep​tance is a biological need in humans (41-43); adolescence is a period of extreme self-concious​ness, i.e. teens think about themselves a lot and what others think of them is of immense importance to them (43-47). They even tend to think that others think about them all the time, which makes them feel all the more insecure and therefore seek refuge in peer groups where they dress and behave like everybody else in the clique and get badly needed acceptance and gain confidence (47-52).


4.
Bullying has become so widespread in American high schools (54-56) that virtually every high school student becomes a victim of threats at least once in his school life if we generalize the example given in the text (56-59). The cause of this development is that teenagers make up their own rules if parents and other adults give up their power (53-54). 

5.
The writer’s message to parents is that kids can’t be protected from every mischief, but parents who pay attention are a great help (60-62). He tells parents that they should care about and talk to their children whenever there is a chance (60-63), even if they protest or seem to reject the parents (66-68). Parents should act now (68).

6.
First of all the rhetorical question in the title is supposed to arouse the reader’s interest. The enumera​tion of high school slang words makes the reader wonder about the content of the following text. Also, the reference to the well-known Littleton massacre (cf. 16) makes the text interesting.


In order to make his text convincing the writer quotes a number of experts (cf. 45-46, 56-57, 64‑65); these quotes are supposed to give credibility to the writer’s arguments. References to sur​veys and studies (cf. 18, 42) serve the same purpose. Finally the writer tries to convince his readers by addressing them directly (68). 

III. Translation

Das Merkwürdigste an der Serie von Schießereien an amerikanischen Schulen ist nicht die Tatsache, dass sie passiert sind, sondern Amerikas Reaktion darauf: Viel öffentliches Händeringen über den moralischen Verfall und die Gewalt in den Medien. Unvermeidlich, dass es weitere Forderungen gegeben hat, die Sicherheit an den Schulen zu verbessern. 

Aber das sind alles Nebenaspekte, die nichts damit zu tun haben, was Amerika wirklich von anderen Ländern unterscheidet. Überall haben junge Menschen,  wie viele ältere auch, gewalttätige Phantasien. Wenn Amerika im moralischen Verfall begriffen ist, dann gilt das auch für fast den ganzen Rest der Welt, der ebenso gierig brutale Filme und Rock​videos konsumiert. Überall können geistig verwirrte Menschen manch​mal eine Bedrohung für andere darstellen. Und alle Schulen, nicht nur jene in Amerika, bleiben verwundbar, wenn jemand dort unschuldige Opfer sucht. Aber unter allen reichen Ländern ermöglicht es nur Amerika jungen Außenseitern, Geistesgestörten oder sonst jemandem, der entschlossen ist, Chaos zu stiften, so leicht in den Besitz eines so erschreckend vielfältigen Arsenals von Waffen zu gelangen.
