gk Abitur 2001/II – Questions on the Text

Reference of questions:

1. 
1-18

2. 
18-31

3. 
32-39

4. 
42-58

5. 
“dark” / black humour e.g. 45-46


sarcasm (57-58)


“shy” (10).


lonely  (46-48)


realistic / sober / aware of his weaknesses (26-27, 55-58)


very developed / mature for a boy (cf. “dinosaur clock” 2-3) 

evaluates mother’s statement (34)

6.
n. perspective: third person n. with a limited view


effect: reader identifies with protagonist

Musterlösung Frage 4

Marcus sees/considers his fellow pupils as a sort of criminals who commit all kinds of crimes (42-46). The girls don’t take any notice of him (46-48). For him his fellow pupils constantly try to find something in his appearance to poke fun at (49-58).

The behaviour of his fellow pupils evokes above all negative thoughts and emotions. The fact that he thinks “darkly” (46) about them and compares them to “sharks” (53) reveals that he is afraid of them. He suffers from the girls’ “snort[s] of laughter” (47) and is humiliated when his “wrong” looks send his classmates “wild with excitement” (55) and “demented” (58).

Leaving school as soon as possible may be tempting for quite a few pupils. Weigh the pros and cons.

(gk Abitur 2001/II Composition Topic 2)
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Leaving school as soon as possible may be tempting for quite a few pupils. Weigh the pros and cons.

It may be tempting for quite a few pupils to leave school as soon as possible.

On the one hand ...

It may be tempting for quite a few pupils to leave school as soon as possible. In the following text I’m going to write about the advantages and disadvantages of this. I’m going to start with the advantages first.

On the one hand ...

Quite a few pupils dream of leaving school as early as possible. However the question arises whether that is a good idea.

On the one hand ...

A lot of students would like to leave school as soon as possible. There are however a lot of disadvantages.

On the one hand ...

In just about seven months one of my most important days in my life, the day of the Abitur, will come. 

On the one hand ...

In just about seven months one of my most important days in my life, the day of the Abitur, will come. But were all those years in school really necessary or wouldn’t it have been better to leave school as early as possible?

On the one hand ...

School sucks! You can ask almost any student and most of them will answer that they would like to leave school as soon as possible. But the question arises whether this would be a clever decision.

On the one hand ...

Knowledge is power. This statement by Francis Bacon has proved its truth throughout the centuries. However, today a lot of young people argue that knowledge and education are no longer that important and that therefore they want to leave school as soon as possible. What are the advantages and disadvantages of such a decision?

On the one hand ...
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Was ist mit der Schuluniform passiert?  In den sechziger und siebziger Jahren schien sie aus der Mode zu kommen. Aber dann passierte etwas. Britannien nahm die völlig Abschaffung wieder zurück.  Heute wird diese Gruppe von schlampig gekleideten Heranwachsenden an den Schultoren aller Wahrscheinlichkeit nach Variationen der selben zugrundelegenden blauen, schwarzen oder grünen Bekleidungsvor​schriften tragen.

Ein Großteil der restlichen Welt würde die britischen Schuluniformen wahrscheinlich als Anachronismus betrachten – warum haben sich dann viele Schulen dafür entschieden sie beizubehalten? „Sie gefallen den Eltern“ sagt Malory Wober von der University of Michigan. „Uniformen signalisieren Ordnung und die Mehrheit der britischen Eltern verlangt das noch immer von den Schulen. Direktoren bringen oft das Argument vor, dass eine Uniform den Wettbewerb zwischen modebewussten Schülern verringert und die Unterschiede zwischen reichen und armen Kindern verwischt.

Britische Teenager lieben die Herausforderung einer Uniform. Ein Direktor sagte: „Wenn ich an die Anstrengungen denke, die sie auf sich nehmen um die Regeln zu unterlaufen, dann denke ich, dass es fast ein unbedingt erforderlicher Bestandteil des Heranwachsens ist.“

