gk-Abitur 2002/I  –  WHAT THE INTERNET CANNOT DO – Musterlösung

I. Questions on the text 

1.
Why: 4-9 (illustrate that already in the past new technologies were greeted with exaggerated optimism and unrealistic hopes)

Examine (?): 16-23
 

2.
What: 10-15 

how: 24-28 critical/sceptical (cf. e.g. “mistake” 24)

3.
What: “universal Internet access” (32)
what [...] think: 34-38 (cf. 2.)

4.
39-50 “inequality may be reduced” (39), “The Internet changes many things” (46)
5.
“human nature [...] unchanged“ (54), doubts (e.g. “extent […] less certain” 51-52)

6.
- derogatory words e.g. “cybergurus” (5), “prophets” (9), “techno-prophets” (55)
- critical/satirical comments in brackets: 6, 18
- informal words: “gizmos” (53) 
- alas (16) [ALD: exclamation, old use or literary] used to show that you are very sad or sorry
- [hyperbole: “wildest optimism” (5), “exuberant” (6)]


Musterlösung:


First of all the writer uses quite derogatory words like e.g. “cybergurus” (5), “prophets” (9) and “techno-prophets” (55) that reveal his critical attitude. Those words are originally associated with religion and connote (esp. “guru”) that someone has the absolute truth and cannot be wrong. The choice of language makes clear that the author criticizes people like Negroponte and Dertouzos.



Secondly the writer inserts critical comments in parentheses (6, 18) that also reflect his disapproving attitude. Especially the comment in l. 6 makes clear that the author has serious doubts about the real intentions of some of those “experts”.



Finally the hyperbole “wildest optimism” (5) and the informal word “gizmos” (53) also convey that the writer has quite a detached view of the Internet.


Titles – gk Abitur 2002/I Topic 1

“Surfing the Internet is a conscious decision to waste time. Discuss.”

World Wide Wasting

www.waste-time.com

InterWaste 

WebWaste

Constant Surfing Wears Away Your Time

Trash Makes the Heart Grow Sadder

Easier Said than Found

All That Flashes Is Not Gold

All Trash and No Useful Information

Every Site Has Two Sides

Search, Search, Search Again

gk Abitur 2002/I Topic 1

“Surfing the Internet is a conscious decision to waste time. Discuss.”

Introduction: 

recent survey – people spend more and more time online; question: do they deliberately (cf. “conscious”) waste time or do they do something sensible or maybe even save time?

Main part: On the one hand: “waste time” 

· annoying pop-up windows,  flash animations, long download of sites with a lot of graphics, automatic redirections etc.

· search engines produce a lot of results/hits, especially when you don’t know advanced search strategies like phrase searches

· poor quality of many sites, downright lies and one-sided propaganda

Main part: On the other hand: “save time”

· search for information (e.g. with Google) much faster than e.g. in a library provided you master advanced search strategies

· online shopping, comparison of prices e.g. eVendi, eBay

Conclusion:

advantages outweigh disadvantages provided user is willing a acquire some knowledge 

apart from that: surfing aimlessly is not automatically a “waste” of time: can discover interesting things, broaden your horizon

Titles – gk Abitur 2002/I Topic 2

“Do you think books will ever become obsolete?”

Introduction:

predictions of “experts” (“techno-prophets”?) that e-books will soon replace conventional books

Main part:

· e-books expensive (cf. free library), impractical (cf. bed, beach, bathtub), difficult reading (tiny screen, empty batteries)

· technology soon becomes “obsolete”: basically also computers, constant upgrades, different file formats, not compatible with competitors

· “active” reading impossible, only bookmarks but no highlighting, underlining, circling, no comments/summaries in the margin etc. 

Conclusion:

books will not become obsolete (paraphrase? out of fashion?)

I will never have to complain that “my book has crashed”

*****

Introduction:

predictions of experts that e-books will soon replace conventional books at least in some fields

Main part:

· e-books still expensive but improved technology: longer battery life, better readability, more storage capacity

· protection of nature! no paper/water needed; irresponsible to cut down forests just for more and more paper

· many advantages compared with conventional books, easy copy and paste into your documents; full text search function: easily find certain passages/quotations etc. 

Conclusion:

conventional books will certainly still exist, especially novels (relax at the beach etc.) but in certain fields (e.g. science) e-books will become more and more important 
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III. Translation

Neue Informationstechnologie bietet riesige Vorzüge, aber sie hat ihren Preis: immer weniger Privat​sphäre. Die meisten Leute haben seit langem akzeptiert, dass sie einige Informationen über sich preis​geben müssen um zu wählen, ein Geschäft zu betreiben oder sogar in der Bücherei ein Buch auszu​leihen. Aber Kontrolle darüber auszuüben wer was über einen weiß, wird inzwischen auch als wesent​liches Merkmal einer zivilisierten Gesellschaft angesehen. Ohne das Recht „in Ruhe gelassen zu werden“ und gelegentlich die neugierigen Augen sowohl der Regierung als auch der Gesellschaft aus​zusperren, scheinen politische und zivile Freiheiten zerbrechlich. Heutzutage gehen die meisten Leute in reichen Gesellschaften davon aus, dass sie, vorausgesetzt sie gehorchen dem Gesetz, jederzeit das Recht auf Privatsphäre haben. 


Sie haben Unrecht. Trotz einer Unmenge von Gesetzen, Verträgen und  Verfassungsbe​stimmun​gen wird die Privatsphäre seit Jahrzehnten ausgehöhlt. Die Macht Daten elektronisch zu sammeln und zu verbreiten, wächst so schnell, dass sich die beunruhigende Frage stellt: Wird es in 20 Jahren überhaupt noch eine Privatsphäre geben, die es zu schützen gilt?

