LK Abitur 2000/II  Musterlösung  

I. Questions on the text / Notes

1.
What news: 
8-9, 18-24


why important: 
25-35 “marrying one of them”, cf. “five grown up daughters” (45)

2.
social background: (upper) middle class: are trying to marry their daughters to sb. rich and obviously have the means to make this happen


- cf. “his lady” (8), how she addresses her husband (“My dear Mr. Bennet”)

- how they talk to each other (stilted/refined/educated)


- references to acquaintances (“Sir William and Lady Lucas” 53-54)


social conventions: - a man can only get acquainted with a girl if he has met her father (37-38)


- husband must go first, before women can visit Mr Bingley (55-56)

3.
- purpose of marriage is to provide financial security (52-53)
- parents decide for their children / arrange marriages (33-34, 58-60)

4.
- asks a question to arouse his curiosity (8-9)


- becomes “impatient” when he doesn’t react (13-15)


- repeats “indeed you must go” (49, 55) to emphasize the urgency of her plea/request


- pretends to be hurt, accuses her husband of having no “compassion” (69-71)


- tries to make him feel guilty (75)

5.
Mr Bennet: generally low opinion (66-68), favors “little Lizzy” (60-61, 67-68)


Mrs Bennet: doesn’t favour one of them; her main concern is to marry “one of them” (33-34), “The business [​…] married” (87-88)

6.
- knows the strategies of his wife (16)

- humorous reaction to his wife’s complaints (72-74) esp. “[Your nerves] are my old friends.”


- makes fun of his wife (41-42)

- makes fun of women in general (47-48)

7.
impression: not very favourable: “mean understanding”, “uncertain temper” 85-89


narrative perspective: omniscient narrator (e.g. 1-7, 82-89)
mode of presentation: scenic (show the reader what is happening/dialogue)

tone:  detached / ironic (e.g. 1-7, 82-89)

I. Questions on the text

1. Mrs Long has brought the news that “Netherfield Park is let at last” (9) and that a rich young man from northern England will soon settle there (18-24). This is important for the Bennet family because he is a “single man” and the Bennets have “five grown up daughters” (45) and Mrs Bennet is thinking of “marrying one of them” (33-34).

2. The Bennets seem to come from the upper middle class. They try to marry their daughters to rich young men and obviously have the means to make this happen. They have acquaintances like “Sir William and Lady Lucas” (53). In addition their slightly stilted way of talking to each other (e.g. “My dear Mr Bennet,” said his lady 8) hints at their background. 
Social conventions demand that a man can only get acquainted with a young woman if he has met her father before (37-38). Moreover female members of a family can only visit somebody if the head of the family has visited him first (55-56).

3. The prevalent concept of marriage in this social group seems to be that the purpose of marriage is above all to provide financial security (52-53). Therefore parents decide for their children and arrange marriages (33-34, 58-60).

4. At first Mrs Bennet asks a question to arouse her husband’s curiosity (8-9). When he doesn’t react she becomes “impatient” (13-15). Then she gives details about Mr Bingley’s wealth (19-20, 28-29) and emphasizes the urgency of her request (“indeed you must go” 49, 55). After that she pretends to be hurt and accuses her husband of having no “compassion” (69-71). Finally she tries to make him feel guilty (75).

5. Mr Bennet has a rather negative attitude towards his daughters because he considers them “silly and ignorant” (66-67). However he prefers Lizzy (64-65) because she has “something more of a quickness than her sisters” (67-68).
By contrast Mrs Bennet doesn’t favour any of her daughters. Her main concern is “to get [them] married” (33-34, 87-88). 

6. Mr Bennet obviously knows his wife’s strategies and so he sarcastically reacts to his wife’s tendency to chatter when he answers that he has “no objection to hearing it” (16).
When he remarks that his wife is as “handsome” as any of their daughters and that Mr Bingley might like her “the best of the party” he pokes fun at her.
His claim that he has “high respect” for his wife’s nerves (72-73) is purely ironic because the opposite is true. Calling them his “old friends” adds to the sarcastic humour of his comments.

7. The reader gets the impression that Mrs Bennet is not very intelligent (“mean understanding” 85-86), easily excitable (“uncertain temper” 86) and superficial (88-89). The omniscient narrator strongly adds to this impression by making rather derogative comments on her (85‑89). With the help of mainly scenic presentation, i.e. the dialogue, the reader gets to know her character. Finally the ironic and detached tone of the narrator (1-7, 82-89) emphasize the above-mentioned features.

III. Translation

(1) Der erste Romanschriftsteller/Romancier der englischen Literatur, der verstand was der Roman nicht versuchen sollte und was er (hingegen) hervorragend kann, war Jane Austen.

(2) Ihre eingeschränkte Thematik – der kleine Ausschnitt der Gesellschaft, den sie behandelt, die enge Auswahl ihrer Schauplätze – wurde auf die begrenzte Lebenserfahrung dieser unverheirateten Tochter eines Pfarrers zurückgeführt. 

(3) Die wahre Erklärung ist künstlerischer Natur.

(4) Sie wusste, dass bedeutsame Erfahrungen nicht immer oder notwendigerweise aus außergewöhnlichen Umständen entstehen, dass Unterhaltungen über Alltägliches vielleicht mehr über einen Charakter offenbaren als Unterhaltungen über Ungewöhnliches und (sie wusste) dass die Tiefe des Lesereindrucks einer Geschichte in direkter Beziehung steht zu dem Maße in dem er sie überzeugend findet. 

(5) Spätere Romanschriftsteller, die unter anderen gesellschaftlichen Bedingungen schrieben, bereicherten diese Kunst, in dem sie die Grenzen, die sie sich setzte, durchbrachen, aber es wäre ein Fehler anzunehmen, dass ihre Kunst besonders konventionell sei.

(6) Es war Jane Austen, die als erste ans Licht brachte, was sich als eines der Hauptthemen des Romans des späten 19. Jahrhunderts erweisen sollte: das Dilemma des Individuums, vor allem der Frau, die nach Selbstverwirklichung in der Gesellschaft strebt, und die erkennt, dass die Gesellschaft ihr weit mehr Hindernisse in den Weg stellt, als ihr Möglichkeiten bietet, diesen Wunsch in die Tat umzusetzen. 

