LK-Abitur 2001/II Amy Tan – Questions on the text

1. 
What: 1-3 (vgAngabe) narrator´s mother now opposes her divorce whereas 17 years earlier she had opposed her relationship to “Ted”

How: Interpretation (unusual for first question): we sympathize with/feel understanding/pity (?) for her plight (Illogical/inconsistent behaviour of parents sounds familiar)


Clumsy: We learn about the narrator that ...


The narrator finds it “ironic”/amusing/strange that her mother now pushes her to oppose her divorce whereas seventeen years before she had been annoyed when her daughter began her relationship with Ted. (1-3).


Because of this information the reader tends to sympathize/identify with the narrator because such an inconsistent behaviour of parents is not unusua


... the reader’s interest is aroused because he wants to know why the n.’s mother changed her mind.

2. 
What: 5-18

lazy (?)/clever (5-6) going to become a doctor (9-10), determined (10-11), self-confident (14-15), not very handsome (16), athletic (?) (“thickness of his arms” ll.16-17) but “lanky” (16),  American parents (17-18)

How: “different” from the boys in her former life (12-14)

Ted seems (tense!) to be somewhat lazy because he spends money to avoid work himself (5-6). He is quite determined to become a doctor (9-11) and displays great self-confidence (14-16). Although he is not really handsome (“angular”, “lanky” 16) the narrator is attracted by the “thickness of his arms” (16-17). Ted’s parents are American (17-18).

The main reason why the narrator likes him is that he is “different” from her brothers and the other boys she had met before in China (13-14).

3.
26-50 

- false friendliness/ the need to cover up/disguise, 

- attempts at being sympathetic/understanding (“squeezed my hands warmly” 34) but not genuine (cf. “never seemed to look at me”)

- her real motive: get rid of this unsuitable partner (class-conscious and conservative)

- hypocritical / prejudiced / calculating

- doesn´t approach her son, but the more vulnerable girl and appeals to her conscience (she would be an obstacle in his career (ll.45-48)

4.
19-25: - more open / frank but also less bold /daring: only talks to her daughter, doesn´t try (dare?) to approach Ted 

- reminds her daugter of her roots / appeals to her sense of tradition (similar to Mrs Jordan)  

5. 
narrator’s reaction: 51-53

well-behaved (Chinese!) girl doesn´t speak up / hides her feelings (cf. “softly”)

conversation: 54-61

At first does as she was told - then confesses the truth, but still suppressing her emotions (cf. “without comment” 56)

- more honest now but never as outspoken/straightforward as Ted

6.
62-72 

- open hostility/opposition of the older generation seems to speed up the events: their getting much closer  was obviously triggered by their parents negative approach. 

They seem to get seriously involved /cling together desperately now only as a result of this pressure put on them by their parents (l.62f) /

a form of resistance / in an act of defiance…/they seem to have been forced into this (`addiction´l.70).

However, they still acts out stereotypes (the permanently weak female /plays the role of the victim ll.67-68 and he acts as her saviour) ( relationship bound to fail / irony of fate

7.
detached almost cold (e.g. 76-77) at first sight but (between the lines) also bitter - full of resignation (?)
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Introductions

LK Abitur 2001/II – Topic 1: What are the advantages and disadvantages of growing up in two cultures?

Nowadays many people grow up in two cultures.

Nowadays many people grow up in two cultures. In this way you can make many valuable experiences.

Nowadays many people grow up in two cultures. In the following text I’m going to write about the advantages and disadvantages of this. I’m going to start with the advantages first.

Nowadays many people grow up in two cultures. This experience has both positive and negative aspects.

Growing up means among other things finding yourself and your place in society. All children face this challenge. But what does it mean for a child to find itself not only within the rather narrow borders of just one culture, but to cope with the sometimes vast differences between two different cultures?

I myself can tell a lot about growing up in two or even three cultures. My mother was born in Austria, my father comes from England and at the moment we live in Germany. In the course of the years I’ve made both positive and negative experiences.

Like Goethe’s “Faust” today a lot of young people have “two souls in their breast” because they are forced to grow up in two cultures. Although such an experience has without any doubt several positive aspects there are also some serious disadvantages.

LK-Abitur 2001/II Translation – Musterlösung

Als 1949 die Rote Armee in Peking einmarschierte, hörte Amerikas „besondere Beziehung“ zu China  plötzlich auf und Millionen von Emigranten, die Teil der großen chinesischen Diaspora/Gemeinschaft im Ausland  waren – die Mitte des 19.Jh. begonnen hatte, als durch Lang​zeitvertäge gebundene Arbeitskräfte nach Kalifornien gingen, und die in den Fünfzigerjahren des 20.Jahrhunderts endete, als Millionen von (politischen) Flüchtlingen vor dem Kommunismus flohen – fanden sich fast völlig abgeschnitten von ihrer Heimat. Während die ältere Genera​tion, die in China vor Mao tse Tung/Zedong aufgewachsen war, wenigstens in der Lage waren, einen dauerhaften Fundus an stärken​den/bleibenden Erinnungen, von denen sie zehren konnten, mit ins Exil zu nehmen, mußte die jüngere Generation sogar auf diese bescheidene Verbindungsmöglichkeit  mit dem Land ihrer Väter/Heimat ihrer Vor​fahren verzichten. Nachdem sie das alte China als hoffnungslos rück​ständig betrachteten, und das heutige China als durch den Kommunis​mus in Verruf gerraten,  wollten viele aus dieser neuen Generation von Amerikanern chinesischer Herkunft nichts sehnlicher als sich so weit wie möglich vom Vaterland zu distanzieren.           

Aber im Gegensatz zu den Kindern europäischer Emigranten/Aus-/Einwanderer, hatten sie nicht zu über​sehende asiatische Gesichtszüge, die es ihnen schwer machten, im amerikanischen Schmelztiegel aufzu​gehen. Weil ihr Lebensumfeld auf die chinesischen Stadtviertel beschränkt war mit Eltern, die (nur) gebrochen Eng​lisch sprachen und die und die an der alten chinesischen Lebensweise festhielten, hatten sie ein Gefühl des unabänderlichen Andersseins, was für sie eine schwere Belastung darstellte, sobald sie versuchten ihren Weg ins Leben der amerikanischen Mittelschicht zu finden.

