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The American Dream

· week of 18th Aug through week of 15th Dec

· weeks total: 15 (≈ 75 lessons)

	Rough Planning

	week of 18th Aug
	Introductory Lesson (topics & schedule)

	week of 25th Aug
	Stylistic Devices

	week of 01st Sept thru week of 08th Sept
	American Elections (procedure, parties, candidates, campaigning)

	week of 15th Sept thru week of 06th Oct
	The American Dream – Then and Now (history of settlement, Mayflower Compact, Plymouth Plantation, Puritan ideals, impact of the Enlightenment, Constitution, ideals of work & success (B. Franklin’s 13 virtues), ideals behind the westward expansion, Manifest Destiny, Civil Rights Movement, American identity)

	week of 27th Oct thru week of 17th Nov
	Paul Auster: Moon Palace; Klett Verlag, ISBN: 3-12-573831-8 (characterisation, point of view, America in the 1960s, significance of the frontier, sense of unlimited opportunity)

	week of 24th Nov thru week of 01st Dec
	The Immigrant Experience (history, different ethnic groups, melting pot vs. salad bowl vs. mosaic vs. quilt, policy & illegal immigration, bilingualism, diversity vs. identity, developments after 9/11)

	week of 08th Dec thru week of 15th Dec
	Buffer; Film (analysis); Short Stories (We’ll see ...)
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	Date
	Contents

	...
	...

	17/IX/09

(2)
	American Dream Then and Now: Historical Milestones & Collage AD

(1) organisational matters (5’)

· return corrected hw Robert, Nina, Timo, Jasper, Philip

· ask for hw of Marc

· ask Victoria for "Landeskunde USA"
· Lisa, your mail was returned

(2) oral reports historical notions/events (40’)

· every student briefly reports on his research

· meanwhile: remaining students fill out a table where they note down the relevant information/questions

· hw: learn information: tomorrow test

(3) collage “American Dream” (45’)

· criteria good posters

· You have ? minutes for posters

· put on some background music

· presentation

Next time hand out/discuss criteria BEFORE the homework "Bring items for a collage" is given!


	18/IX/09

(1)
	American Dream Then and Now: Dvorak & Gast

(1) organisational matters (5’)

· return Marc’s hw

· course schedule for Christian

(2) American Dream (15’)

· mindmap (handout)

(3) Lead-in American History (10’)

· hand out text about Dvorak

· Dvorak’s symphony From the New World; listening while looking at the painting

· Do you think there is a connection between the music and the paintings?
· Would you say the title “From the New World” is justified? Why?
(4) homework: Gast’s painting American Progress (written assignments)
(5) test on historical notions (10’)

	22/IX/09

(2)
	American Dream Then and Now: Manifest Destiny

(1) organisational matters (5’)

· Who would be so nice as to collect the money for the immigration centre?

(2) Test on American History (10’)

· oral exam for those who were absent on Thursday 

· return corrected tests to others

(3) Cartoon Pilgrim Fathers (10’)

· Who are the two people and what might be their destination? (together)

· How does the cartoon make fun of the American Dream? (combines two aspects of the AD: religious freedom and unlimited opportunities for making money. The latter seems to be even more important. By having the Pilgrims talk about real estate the cartoonist probably wants to show that from the beginning religious motives were not the only reason for emigrating to America) 

(4) Discussion of hw: Gast’s painting American Progress (15’)

· describe painting

· PROGRESS: collect on bb

(5) hw: Listen to “The America Debate” on http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/america/ 

· Try to relate American history to its present

· Any questions?

(6) Pyramid Discussion: Manifest Destiny (45’)

· Summarise the text for a presentation on transparency. Read the text and jot down (on a white sheet of paper) exactly 5 keywords that you would present to an audience in order to bring across the central aspects of the text. Then work with a partner/another pair/another group/the whole class and come up with an agreement on the 5 central aspects.
· meanwhile check hw

	24/IX/09

(2)
	American Dream Then and Now: Declaration of Independence

The Enlightenment in America and its influence on the formulation of the Declaration of Independence (see respective files)
lesson held by university trainee 



	25/IX/09

(1)
	American Dream Then and Now

cancelled due to teacher's illness

· assignment via mail: Madonna “American Life” How is the American Dream characterised?



	29/IX/09

(2)
	American Dream Then and Now: The Concept of the AD

(1) Warm up: Jil sander & her Denglish (tr) (5’)

· via email Wise Guys with “Denglish”: http://de.youtube.com/watch?v=xlQI0mfJbCc

(2) organisational matters (15’)

· Potential topics of written exam: American elections, stylistic devices, historical roots of the American Dream

· How to answer exam questions (Lueders)

(3) listen/check homework Madonna: How is the American Dream characterised? ('15)
(4) Back translation: The Concept of the American Dream
· dictionaries

· phonetic symbols exercise for those who have finished

Method ok but text wasn't really suitable for the task

	01/X/09

(2)
	American Dream Then and Now: Exam

written exam no. 1

	02/X/09

(1)
	Oral Marks

(1) organisational matters

· information on trip to emigration centre Bremerhaven – money?

(2) homework: Martin Luther King (read text, three things you find striking, vocab quiz)

(3) oral marks: self-evaluation



	06/X/09

(2)
	American Dream Then and Now: Martin Luther King

(1) organisational matters (10’)

· information on trip to emigration centre Bremerhaven: Which train can we take?

(2) Check homework: Text on Martin Luther King (15’)
· check vocab

· think, pair, share: Three things that you find most striking about King’s life

· meanwhile: check hw

· tr: Montgomery bus Boycott

(3) Martin Luther King: The American Dream
· group work; get dictionaries

(4) homework: Paul Forest: The American Way
1. What is the “American Way” – according to Paul Forest – and how does it show?

2. How would you describe the overall tone of this article? What is the author’s intention?

3. Go to The American Dream - Keys to Success at http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/steps/amd. Select a person whose achievements you find interesting, unusual, inspiring... . Be prepared to talk briefly about this person in class.



	08/X/09

(2)
	American Dream Then and Now: Dreams & Nightmares

(1) organisational matters (5’)

· Cancellation of visit to Emigration Centre Bremerhaven due to some track construction

· regular classes

· new date: Thursday, 30th Nov (think about it until tomorrow)

(2) Getting into the mood: literal & metaphorical dreaming (15’)
· [image: image2.wmf]visually: tr: post-impressionist painting “The Dream” by Henri Rousseau (1844–1910), French Post-Impressionist painter in the Naive or Primitive manner. 

· What do you see? What does it express? What feelings does it trigger in you? What do you associate with the painting?

· auditorily: dream music: Frédéric Chopin (ˈʃoʊpæn), 1810-1849, probably greatest Polish composer, brilliant pianist, Romantic period, piano pieces are famous for their dreamlike, spiritual qualities
· mentally: What are your wishes & desires? Listen to the music and write down/sketch some ideas. (3’-4’)
(3) The concept of the American Dream (5’)

· What is the relation between the lesson beginning and our current topic? What points of contact and differences are there between socially shared dreams and individual desires?

· Do you see a relation between your personal, very individual dreams and the general concept of the AD? (You don’t have to be specific but we would be glad if you shared your personal dreams with us)

· while discussing: Let’s recap: What is the American Dream? (notes on bb)

(4) From Rags to Riches I (tr) (10’)

· in rags = wearing old torn clothes; riches = wealth

· rising from poverty (namelessness) to wealth (fame)

· confidence in the possibility to move between classes

· hope for the poor

· important part of the national American identity

· historically grown: impecunious immigrants (Pecunia non olet)

· examples: Rocky, Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? American Idol, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Oprah Winfrey ...
(5) From Rags to Riches II (10’)

· pair, share: presentation of homework: Go to The American Dream - Keys to Success at http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/steps/amd. Select a person whose achievements you find interesting, unusual, inspiring... . Be prepared to talk briefly about this person in class.

(6) Benjamin Franklin’s 13 virtues (Jonas) (10’)

· Franklin’s ideal way to success and happiness

(7) American Nightmares  (30’)

· The American Way by P. Forest: How does Forest see the American way? How is the overall tone of the article? What is the author’s intention? (10’)

· Stark reality of the American Dream by H. Hawksley; Jigsaw reading in groups of five: What – according to this report – is the key element of the American Dream? (20’); (alternatively as homework) 

· concluding question: What differences do you see between German and American society with regard to the attitude conveyed in the article?

· alternatively: Is Forest’s account a dream-like one? Do you know any American nightmare stories?

(8) Outlook: Relation to excursion to Emigration Centre Bremerhaven: American Dreams and nightmares as experienced by European emigrants

	09/X/09

(1)
	American Dream Then and Now: Emigration to the US?

(1) organisational matters

· Has anybody heard from/about Anna?

(2) hw: read Moon Palace during holidays

(3) Concluding question: Imagine you won the Green Card lottery? Would you consider emigrating to the US?

(4) hw: Naturalisation exam: sample questions

	...
	...


If time allows so:

· webquest “American Dream”
· film: L.A. Crash, The Pursuit of Happiness ...
· short story: How did I get away ...?
· Lesetraining: die 50 Staaten der USA verdreht

· crossword on American identity

· map: fill out the names of the states

· NewContext: Getting Along in English (p. 177)

· NewContext: Watch your language (p. 183)
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