How to Interpret a Cartoon

Brainstorming 

Before you begin to write your interpretation you should do a short brainstorming and ask yourself the following questions:

· Which associations does the cartoon evoke? 

· What background knowledge do I have about this topic?

· Have we already discussed similar cartoons in class? 

· Is the given cartoon rather similar to or different from those car​toons?

Analysis 

In the next step you should analyse whether your ideas/associa​tions fit the context, the speech/thought bubble(s) and the caption. 
First sentence
Do NOT begin by just describing the cartoon (“In the cartoon you can see …”). Pure description leads to unnecessary repetition.

Your first sentence must describe the MESSAGE of the cartoon. Most cartoons make fun of and/or criticize people (e.g. politicians), current events and/or fashions. Make clear that you give your personal opinion. A safe beginning is: In my opinion the cartoon is supposed to …

Interpretation

Mention ALL details that contribute to the message. Do NOT men​tion details that are not related to the overall meaning. Use the present progressive for activity verbs (“The man is smiling because …”). 

 
