The English Sonnet
· Structure: Three quatrains (abab cdcd efef) and a couplet (gg) 
Reason: English has fewer rhyme words than Italian

· Sonnets very popular during reign of Elisabeth I (1558-1603)

· Shakespeare: Sequence of 154 sonnets mainly about love

· Rough division: 1-126 to a young man, 127-154 to a “dark lady” 

· Major themes: Love as hell/torture/prison:
“Prison my heart in thy steel bosom’s ward” (133)

Love as an illness: 
“My love is as a fever, longing still
For that which longer nurseth the disease” (147)

· Rival poet (Christopher Marlowe?):
“From hence your memory death cannot take,
Although in me each part will be forgotten.” (81)

· Makes fun of poetical conventions:
“My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun;
Coral is far more red than her lips’ red” (130)

