Text Types
Texts can be roughly divided into literary / fictional texts such as poems, dramas, short stories, and novels and non-literary / non-fictional texts such as (newspaper) articles, reports, letters (to the editor) etc.
A writer has different possibilities for presenting his material. These forms are known as text types:
Argumentative texts evaluate a problem and present an opinion.  The writer discusses other people’s ideas and normally tries to per​suade or convince the reader of the validity of his own views with the help of arguments, facts and statistics. Typical examples are political speeches and newspaper leaders. The text in the “Abitur Textaufgabe I” is almost always an argumentative text. 

Narrative texts tell a story. They present a sequence of events as they happen one after the other, usually in chronological order. The text in the “Abitur Textaufgabe II” is almost always an excerpt from a narrative text (mostly a novel), with maybe a few descriptive passages. 
Descriptive texts describe for example people, places or an atmosphere. The reader learns where things are and what they look like. A description can be either a neutral observation or a more personal and subjective one.
Expository texts explain how things function. The give factual information and typically present their material in a matter-of-fact tone and avoid a personal viewpoint. Typical examples are scien​tific reports. [Usually not used in the Abitur].
Instructive texts give instructions and advice, i.e. they tell the reader what (not) to do in certain circumstances. Typical examples are manuals (Bedienungsanleitung) [Usually not used in the Abitur].
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