Composition – Criteria for Points

Content – What you write 


· quality/originality of title and introduction

· comprehension of topic (nothing superfluous, no waffling)

· structure of composition and paragraphs (e.g. indents, topic sentences)

· quality of arguments and examples in the main part

· appropriate conclusion (not just repetition)
· readability: 
- legible handwriting, no tiny additions at the bottom of the page
- neat layout, e.g. no irritating smudges or confusing full stops
- indents 
- correct cross-references to additions


Language – How you write (“communicative competence”)

· accuracy and variety of vocabulary

· linguistic correctness (spelling, grammar, syntax etc.)
· neutral register (unless the topic explicitly asks for sth. different, e.g. interview, speech, formal letter etc.)
- no informal/slang words (gonna, wanna, thru etc.)
- no contractions with personal pronouns (we’d, she’s, he’ll etc.)
- no elements of spoken language (Well, one could say …)
